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Chitra Katha 
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Guru Ravidas (c. A.D. 1450-1540) was 
the son of a cobbler who lived in the village of 


Guru Ravidas 


Mandua Deeh near Varanasi. He is also known 
as Raidas, Rohidas, Ruidas and so on. 
Very few authenticated facts of his life 


are known. 


His extant poems give us an idea, 


however hazy, of the poet-saint who attained 


union with 


God. It is said that Kabir, Nanak, 


Dhanna and Meera were his contemporaries 
and that when he was very old, Guru Nanak, 


then a young man, came to pay his respects to 


him. 


Ravidas’ 


different 
considered 


faiths 


philosophy is a blend of the 
and beliefs of his day. He 
differentiation between man and 


man on grounds of caste, religion and worldly 


possessions 


followers—commonly known as Ravidasis—to— 
strive for a classless society. Ravidas renounced. 


as artificial and exhorted his 


the comforts of the world but not his worldly 
duties, He did not live on aims, as other saints 
did, but earned his living as a shoe-maker. 


Obviously 


Ravidas firmly believed in the 


sanctity of honest labour. 


The following pages 


tell the story of 


Ravidas based mainly on his poems. 


* 
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Mahabharata —12 


DRAUPADI'S SWAYAMVARA 


Over 340 titles 
now on sale 


0 SURYA, 
MIGHTIER THAN ALL. 
GRANT US A 
CHILD. 


0 GREAT RAVI*, 

MAY A CHILD 

BE BORN TO 
us. 


SHALL HAVE 
YOUR WISH. 


REJOICE , GOOD PEOPLE, 
FOR A SON IS SOON 
TO BE BORN TO 

Ou. 4 


“FANOTHER NAME FOR THE SUN GoD. 


amar chitre katha 
AND SURE ENOUGH, IN COURSE OF TIME— 


AS HE WAS BORN 
ON A RAVIVAAR*, 
THE DAY OF THE 
SUN, WE WILL CAL 
HIM’ RAVIDAS. 


4OU ARE BLESSED, 
KARMADEVI. HIS 
FACE SHINES LIKE 
THE FACE OF 


EVERY FEW DAYS. RAVIDAS, WITH HIS FRIENDS AND RELBTIVES, WENT TO THE NEARBY 


TOWN OF VARANASI. ONE DAY — ce 
iy HO, THERE ! H x 


4ou cunmnreart 1) vs 


sb SUNDAY. # COBBLERS 


GURU RAVIDAS 


0/7 Two OF Md 
{ euocks Dep | 
Rd. TAKE 


DO You WANT TO BE POLLUTED? 
MOVE ON. GET INTO THE 
HOUGE- QUICK. 


a 


SON , WE WILL 
HANDLE THE BULLOCKS. 
40U GO TO THE 


ier 


——— 
RAVIDAS, DID \ 
YOU HEAR } 

we 


UH... ¢ WHAT ? WHAT 
DID YoU SATE 


(waar THE 
MATTER WITH 
ue 


THEN RUN TO 
THE TOWN - GATE 
BEFORE SOMEONE 
ELSE TAKES THE 
CALF GO! / 


~ RU RAVIDAS: 
SOON, THE CHAMARS WERE READY TO GO BACK 70 THEIR VILLAGE. 
=a By, 

Als 


‘amar chitra katha 


4OU HAVE SHOUTED 


POLLUTERS! 
TRAFFICKERS IN DEAD 
Al S¥ COULDN'T 


BUT WE DID! 90 WHILE 


HOLY ONE! 40U_ 
DIDN?T HEAR US, 


i 
ainepo ae 
exbeer PeOptE 
TO DO? BOW 
Scone HOUe 


GURU RAVIDAS 
COME 2. CHEER UP! \_ 


HOLD AN UMBRELLA 
RESPECTFULLY 
OVER YOUR 

HEAD? 


SMILE! 


HOW CAN OU LAUGH WHEN 
INSULTS ARE HEAPED UPON 

US LIKE THIS? ARE WE Not / 

‘SUPPOSED TO HAVE = // RAVIDAS 

AN FEELINGS? 0U DON'T 

KNOW HOW 

ot oy WE BLPN 
WITHIN ! 


WE SUFFER--- 
SUFFER WITH 


IF WE SHOW A mans BUT HOW LONG WILL 
A SMILE? 


amar chitra katha 


- 
FROM THAT DAY ON, RAVIDAS STOPPED All DAY HE SAT, LOST IN HIS OWN 
GOING OUT ALTOGETHER. THOUGHTS. 

fae er 


RAVIDAS, 


IT 1S THE SAME 
THING, RAVIDAS. 
WHEN 4OU KNOW 
ats VOURSELF, 7OU WILL 


amar chitra katha 


SANDAN SWAMI ACCEPTED RAVIDAS AS ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES, 


RAVIDAS, GOD CREATED MAl 
AND MEN FORGETTING THE OM 

, | HAND THAT CREATED THEM 
ALL, SURVEYED THEIR Owl 


oh HANDS AND THE WORK 
Qt THEY DID. 


THEMSELVES AND 
GAVE EACH OTHER 


THE WORK THEY DID, 
THEY CLASSIFIED 
LABELS. 


CHAMAR. BRAHMM 
SHUDRA, ARE THE 
MEANINGLESS 
LABELS 
INVENTED Bq 
IGNORANT 
MEN. 


\ 


Lie 


( 
\\ 
Wh 


NOT SEE 4OURSELI 


SEE JOURSELF 
AS 40U ARE. DO 
F 
64 THE LABEL. 


GURU RAVIDAS 


NN THE 0AYS THAT FOLLOWED. A CHANGE CAME OVER RAVIDAS. 
F a 


\ A CHAMAR!--- 

WY 10u1 FOOL, How: 

Mi \\, DARE ou cross 
A rome 
Neo 


amar chitra katha 


AND AS HE GREW TO KNOW HIMSELF... 


«+. HE BEGAN TO SEE HIMSELF | 
ead : 


TN OTHERS. 
aN 


MOTHER, PLEASE 
ACCEPT. 


HIS =: 


BUT 
WHAT ABOUT 
40U, CHILD? 


GURU RAVIDAS 


GIRS, PLEASE 
ACCEPT THESE 
SANDALS. 


THAT IS KIND 


AS HE WALKED AWAY — 
a 


PLEASE TAKE 
THIS MONE? AND 


SOME MILK «~~ 


MAY GOD BLESS 
Be) /0U FOR THINKING 


OF THE — 
| 
z | 


- +> AND KEEP 
THESE SANDALS 
00. 


amar chitra katha 


WHEN RAVIDAS RETURNED HOME s 
RAVIDAS ,40U TOOK THE 


SANDALS AND MONEY JUST 
NOW, DIDN?T OU? 


GIVEN OuR BARELY ENOUGH TO THAN OURS. 
EARNINGS 


AWAY? 


WAS IT PROPER YOu KNOW THAT WE 7/7 MoTHER, HER NEED 
OF 40U TO HAVE OURSELVES HAVE WAS GREATER 


HIG PARENTS ST00D SILENT, HAVING 
NOTHING TO SAY TO THAT. 


GURU RAVIDAS 
THE YVERRS PASSED. RAVIDAS WORKED HARD AND DILIGENTLY, AS. 
BEFORE, BUT HIS THOUGHTS WERE ALWAYS ELSEWHERE. 
i; t7 Ca 


he Dio NOT KNOW WHAT A SOURCE OF WORRY He HAD BECOME TO Hid PARENTS. | 


KARMA, HOW MUCH LONGER HE HAS BECOME A STRANGER 
SHALL WE HIDE FOOD, TO US. WiuL HE RUN AWAY 


MONEY AND SHOES: ONE DAY TO BECOME A 
FROM OUR OWN ok \. SADHUP } COULD NOT 
== _ SON? SIMA BEAR 70 LOSE m4 
a SON - 


‘OH, DO. 4OU MEAN 
HIS MARRIAGE 2 
I WILL BE ONLY 
TOO HAPPY TO 
SEE HIM 
MARRIED. -- 


40U WILL HAVE TO 
BEAR LOSING 


15 CONTD. ON PAGE NO 12. 


‘omar chitra katana 
AND HE SHALL START 
A_HOUSEHOLD 
OF HIS OWN. 


MARRIAGE AND A HOUSEHOLD: 
OF HIS OWN WILL TEACH. 
HIM RESPONSIBILITY. 4 


OR SHALL WE BEG IN THE 
‘STREETS. KARMA, 
BECAUSE OF OUR GON’S 
THOUGHTLESSNESS?2| 


DON?T CALL IT 
THOUGHTLESSNESS 
IT 1S GENEROSITY. 

OUR SON HAS I 


1AM SORRY, M4 DEAR, IS0,BEFORE LONG. RAVIPAS WAS 
BuT- OUR EARNINGS - MARRIED TO BHAGWATI -.- 
DO NOT MEASURE UP 


TO RAVIDAS? 
HEART. Vp 
y 
1 i 8 


A Fat! 
++: ANO THEY WENT TO LIVE IN A SEPARA 
HOUSE BUT CLOSE TO THAT OF HIS 
PARENTS. 

L 


GURU RAVIDAS. 


AM GOING TO Cook OUR 
FIRST MEAL_IN THIS 

DUSE.SO PLEASE 
POUCH THIS FOOD. IT 


SPECIAL FOR 
BoTH OF uS 


JIS AUSPICIOUS AND / AZ 


] 


ld 


ie 
Walt | 


THERE , BHAGWAT), BUT 
MIND 4OU, WE MUST EAT 
THIS SPECIAL FOOD 

TOGETHER. 


jBur SHOULD 
NOT 


ERVE “OU 
JFIeST AND 


THEN EATE, “4 } 


IF 40 DO THAT. THEN 
HOW CAN | FEED 
4OU ANP 4OU FEED 
ME AT THE SAME 


HIS FATHER 
KNEW HIM 


amar chitra katha 


ALAKH 


os NI ee es 
: W 


BHAGWATI, GOP HAS BEEN GOoD. 
HE HAS GIVEN US THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO PUT THIS FOOD TO THE BEST 


our FIRST 
MEAL. 


HOLY SIRS, 
PLEASE ACCEF 
THIS, 


GURU RAVIDAS 


RAVIDAS AND BHAGWAT! CONTINUED TO LIVE IN THEIP HUT. BUT SOON BHAGWATI 


JOTICED THAT THE SENSITIVE MAN WHO WAS HER HUSBAND WAS GROWING MORE AND| 
ORE WITHDRAWN ; MORE AND MORE SILENT. 


IE DAY. WHEN SHE RETURNED FROM, THE | |SHE CAME AND HID BEHIND IT TO SURPRISE 
FOREST WITH A LOAD OF FIREWOOPR SHE | |HiM WHEN— 
W RAVIDAG SITTING UNDER A Le a TRAVGNOT RECHVED 
THE LOVE OF MY 
BELOVED. WHY HAVE 
1 BEEN 
FORGOTTEN? 


y f HE OES. - 
4. \ ANOTHE! 
= WOMAN + ++ 
O BELOVED! END| 
THIS SEPARATION» 
) EMBRACE WE AND 
) WAKE ME HAPPY. 
WitHoUuT 4oU EVERY, 
i) MOMENT PASSES 
} UKE AN AGE. 


Y 


amar chitra katha 


)40u ARE THE noe S) 


PASTE, |, THE WATER... 
4ou ARE THE 
LAMP, | THE 

WICK--+ 


4OU ARE THE THREAD,({ LORD? Yes 

LORD; 1,THE PEARLS © a 
STRUNG UPON IT. @ Ss i 

a aan tw 


F YOUR VERSES 
RE SI 


E SO 
BEAUTIFUL , SO 
SIMPLE. 1 TOO 
WILL LEARN | 
%, AND SING 

THEM. 


GURU RAVIDAS 


FIER THIS, OAY AFTER D4. RAVIDAS* s=Titl AT LAST. IT WAS QUENCHED. 
Sa GPEW AND GREW: 


— 
_— 
7 


- Es 
Rae 
& 


ay sia ar nas 


-” 
SON, IN THe 
“PAST, | HAVE -~ ) 
ee " 


nore 


FATHER, DO NOT 
SHAME ME BY 
SPEAKING SO: IT IS 
HE WHO DESTINES 
EVERYTHING. 


amar chitra katha 


40U ARE NOW BOTH SON AND | 
TEACHER TO US. TELL US, WHI 
'S GOD 2 IS HE NOT THE O} 
ON THE ALTAR2 


XS 
ges. He is \Sy, 


£e IF 40U SEE GOD ONLY 
IN THE IDOL AND CLOSE 
4OUR EYES TO HIM WHO 
IS IN ALL PLACES AND IN d . 
ALL THINGS, THE IDOL IS Hi ! GREAT MISTAKE 
STANDING BETWEEN 4 RE 
4OU AND GOD, : | 


GURU RAVIDAS. 


HE 1S ALL THIS 
AND MORE; MUCH MORE. 
HE 1S ALL! S01 
CALL HIM JUST 


++ ANG NAME, 
EVERY NAME- 


9 RAVIDAS* FAME SPREAD, PEOPLE CAME 10 GEEK HIS ADVICE AND GUIDANCE: PEOPLE 
BOTH OLD AND YOUNG WHOSE SELF-RESPECT HAD BEEN BROKEN BY CASTE. 


| //P0 Nor BE ASHAMED OF GoURSELFS 
| DO NOT BE AFRAID OF CASTE: 
DO 4OUR WORK. WITH PIGNTY 
AND BOW 4OUR HEAD BEFORE 
NO ONE BUT GOD. 


amar chitra katha 


HOLY SIP, 4OU ARE 
GREAT ENOUGH NOT 
TO BE AFFECTED 
BY CASTE, BUT--- 


++: WHAT OF US, 
ORDINARY MEN; 
WHO HAVE NOT 

REACHED dour 
STATE? 


A NEW IDENTIT¢? 

ALL RIGHT, | WiLL | 

GWE ITTO 
You 


SHOW US SOME 
WAY. GIVE US 
ANEW 


GURU RAVIDAS. 


WHEN THE 4OLING MAN LEFT THE SAINT, THERE WAS A SPRING IN HIS STEP. 


LOOK WHO’S COMING— 
OUR SENSITIVE ONE 
WHO CAN?T EVEN 
LOOK PEOPLE IN 
THE EYES: 


a 


‘SHY BRIDE, DID 4ou 
SAY 2 WHY, THAT’S NOT 


Our USUAL MOUSE 
WHO’S COMING 
ALO! 1 


HEY — WHAT ?S. 

HAPPENED To MAKE 
4OU SUDDENLY 
WALK LIKE A 


THE YOUNG MAN'S EYES WERE 
BLAZING WITH DIGNIT4, WITH CONFIDENCE. 


1 HAVE BECOME 
A RAVIDASI. 


RAVIDASI —THAT WAS THE IDENTITY THE 


ISAINT GAVE TO HIG FOLLOWERS. 


amar chitra kath 


WHEN GURU RAVIDAS ANB HI 


‘ONE DAY, HIS 
seca WERE WALKING ALONG THE FIVER 


ALMS, coon ») 
a \ SIP, ALMS 


) 


«+ DEVASYA DHEEMAHI 


DHIYO 4ONAH 
PRACHODAYAAT.*| 


\ 


Al GANGE.-+ 
—- 
5 RON 


Sin 


GAYATRI CHANT (HOMAGE TO SAVITR, THE SUN GOD ) 


GURU RAVIDAS 


GURUDEV, THAT 
MAN KNOWS NO 
COMPASSION 


NOR DOES HE 
KNOW GOD. 


UNLESS 4OU RECOGNIZE] 
THE SUPREME ESSENCE, 
WHAT USE 1S SHAVING 

THE HEAD---DANCING, 

SINGING AND 
PRAYING 


Por WHAT USE IS THE 
LAMP CEREMONY AND 
FIRE WORSHIP TO HIM 


THERE ARE Ronee 
OF SUNS: 


= 


++ IF WE 70 NOT ALSO 

LOVE OLIR FELLOW-MEN2 

HE WOULD CERTAINLY 

PREFER OUR KINDNESS 
TO OUR RITUALS. 


WN. THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, THE NUMBER OF GURU RAVIPAS DISCIPLES PAPIOLY 


REW AS PIP HIS BOPY OF VERSE. 


100 NOT BIND THEE WITH 
LONG GARLANDS OF FLOWERS: 
AND LEAVES , NOR PUT UPA 
CANOPY TO SHELTER THEE... 

| | 90 NOT PLUCK LEAVES, 
NOR WORSHIP IMAGES--- 
)) ronty CONTEMPLATE 
: ON THEE,--- 0 
\ UNSTAINED LORD. -- 


amar chitra katha 


SAINTS OF THE TIME CAME TO MEET HIM 


DELHI PHD THEIR RESPECTS TO Hild» 


HEARING OF RAVIPAS? GREATNESS, Be NANAK, SAPHNA, SAINA, KABIP, OTHER 


AND PULERS LIKE RAJA HARDEV SINGH NAGAR OF KASHI AND SIKANDER LODHI 0 OF 


WHO 1S ITe 


ONE DAY, THERE WAS A THE DOOR OPENED 
KNOCK AT HIS DOOR. AND THE CALLER 
SLOWLY CAME FORWARD) 


COME IN 


S 

HAVE 

HEARD OF 

4OU.COME 
in 


| HAVE BEEN 
SENT TO ¢0U TO 
BE CURED. MY 
LOVE FOR MY 
HUSBAND HAS 
DRIVEN ME MAD. 


( 


4ES. | CANNOT: 
BEAR TO BE 
PARTED FROM 

HIM FOR EVE! 
=\ A MOMENT. | 


GURU RAVIDAS 


0 MEERA, WHEN QU ARE 


LikE A RIVER, 40U 
HAVE ENTERED THE 
WAVES OF GOD’S 


OCEAN. 


/ G00 AND S0 HOW 
DEVOTEE CAN THERE 
| -HAVE BECOME : BE TWO? 
ONE. d a 


| |AND THEN ONE DAY SHE 
| |SEZ 7HE POL DOWN. 


AS THE DAYS PASSED GURY 
RAVIDAS SPOKE IN THIS 
STRAIN AND MEERA LISTENED! 


amar chitra katha 


PEOPLE WHO ONCE SPURNED THE YOUNG COBBLEP BOY NOW BOWED BEFORE HIM. 


vaagtnean 


A) ac? ater apd 20 


‘a SA TSE AT SST STRAT, 
: oye ey 


SE | 


BUT Ti THE END OF HIS LIFE, GUPU 
RAVIDPS WORKED AT HIS TANNING AND 


THAT 4OUR VERSES 
WILL FIND A PLACE 
SOME DAY, IN SOME 
GREAT 600} 


COLOURED IN THE 
NAME OF GOD. WILL 
FIND NO OTHER 


SHOE- MAKING. | 
THOSE WHO ARE Ware, VAN CERTAIN 


ee cr 


TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE, = 
IRAVIDAS UNDERTOOK A LONG 
PILGRIMAGE. 


eS 


Be i" (a 


WHEN HE PASSED FROM THIS WORLD, HE LEFT BEHIND His 
THAT BORE HIS NAMEJAND HIS SIMPLE BEAUTIFUL BANIS*. HUNDREOS OF SHABDA: 
OF THE GURU ARE PRESERVED IN“AADI PRAKASH?) THE HOLY BOOK OF THE SECT. THIRTY- 


THE ERVIDPSITHE SECT | 


THE SIKHS— THE GURU GRANTH: 


2 : ; 
—_ : 
AND DOTTED All QVER NORTHERN INDIA ARE SHRINES, PONDS AND AGHRAMAS BUILTIN HIS NBME 


SONGS ("BAN "LITERALLY MEANS “VOICE '), LITERALLY ‘WORDS’ q 


